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Long lines and mass crowds will no longer be seen on South Burdick in downtown Kalamazoo as a popular venue has decided to pause operations.
After ninety-seven years of shows and performances, the Kalamazoo State Theater has temporarily closed its doors in search of new ownership.
	State Theater Executive Director Stephanie Hinman says that the decision to close the theater has been made to allow for sustainable preservation and utilization of the historic performance venue for the next many years to come. 
	This is not the first time Kalamazoo has experienced closure of the State Theater. It was closed for three years with talks of being demolished before being purchased by Stephanie’s father, Roger Hinman, in 1985.
 Stephanie Hinman says it is a great responsibility and opportunity to continue the State Theater legacy and hopes to create more lasting memories for visitors. 
	She will be leading the search for a new organization to preserve the Hinman family’s aspirations for the theater and take over operations. 
	Two year state theater employee Cat Splete says that although the shut down is a disappointment to the community, they are relatively optimistic that it will open back up soon. Splete says they are focused more on finding the right person to continue their agenda rather than someone who will match the right price point.
 Opening its doors in July of 1927 as one of the W. S. Butterfield chain of theaters, the State Theater was built to accommodate both live performances and motion pictures. It is the last of numerous Kalamazoo theaters from the early 20th century.
 The theater was constructed by renowned architect John Eberson in an atmospheric style, which gave the audience the sense that they were being entertained in an outdoor setting. It is now one of 18 Eberson atmospheric theaters remaining in the United States.
 In December of 2021, Governor Whitmer announced that the State Theater had been listed in the National Register of Historic Places, deeming it worthy of preservation by the federal government for its historic significance. 
Notable artists and performers that took the stage at the State Theater since its opening include Louis Armstrong, Tim Allen, B.B. King, Red Hot Chilli Peppers, Brittney Spears, Chappell Roan, and Dave Chappelle.
Hinman is grateful for all the performing artists, fans who supported the theater, and staff who made it all happen while under her direction. She says the venue is more than just a building and a business, it is a place we love.
When the State Theater closed the first time in 1982, it led to a campaign called Save the State, a campaign the community organized to preserve the theater’s legacy as a Kalamazoo landmark. It was eventually The Hinman Company that answered their call and took over the theater. 
Hinman says it is now someone else’s turn to do the same for the community. 
The theater ceased operations on November 24th and will refund all show tickets that have been purchased for past this date. The canceled shows include Joe Gatto, Joanne Shaw Taylor, The Rock Orchestra by Candlelight, Mania: The ABBA tribute, as well as two movie screenings, Elf and National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation. 
 Splete says that Kalamazoo is such a community oriented place, she believes it is possible for a local big name organization to take over. Both Hinman and Splete anticipate it to be a non profit organization.  
 The Hinman Company hopes to find a new owner capable of reopening the State Theater in time for its one hundredth anniversary in July 2027.
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